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tinuance of this custom is said to have
arisen from the following circumstance,
which forms a most touching melodrama
of domestic horror.

A   Carnatic  Brahmin,   oppressed with
travel, sat to rest himself in the cool and
shaded verandah of a Kurradee Brahmin,
resident in Poonah,    The host, perceiving
the youth was a stranger, invited him to
repose under his  roof,   and  recover  his
fatigue.    The unsuspecting traveller grate-
fully accepted this apparently kind invita-
tion, and being domesticated in the family,
and having seen and admired the Brahmin's
beautiful daughter, as she bore her water
vessels  from the  neighbouring  well,   he
sought,   and  obtained   her   in  marriage.
Calmly and blissfully passed the hours,
until the near approach of the great fes-
tival, when the Kurradee Brahmin deter-
mined to sacrifice his son-in-law to the
terrible Call; remorseless and unchangeable
in his cruel purpose, a dish of rice, pre-
pared with drugs, was the selected means
for accomplishing his object.    His grace-